
Is project located
within Karst
Zone 1 or 2?

Perform literature
search

Survey ROW

Was a karst
feature(s)
identified?

Does adjacent
development make
presence of karst
features unlikely?

Perform Detailed
Analysis

Is the level of
risk regarding

impact to
unidentified karst

features on
adjacent property

acceptable to
TxDOT/FHWA?

Survey project
area using the
USFWS draft
karst survey
protocol(s).
(June 2000)

Perform Detailed
Analysis

Would project
impact identified

feature(s)?

Are any of the
endangered karst
invertebrates are

present in the
feature(s)?  The
presence of the

invertebrates will
lead to Section 7
consultation with

USFWS.

Proceed with Project
Development

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Literature search could include:  area geology, previous surveys, databases, aerial
photos, early coordination with USFWS, etc.

FHWA will apply project-
by-project parameters to
assess risk.

Survey existing ROW, survey proposed ROW (when possible), visually inspect
adjacent property from existing ROW, ground truth information from literature
search, and determine approximate percentage of adjacent development.

Detailed analysis may include:
- Analysis of Construction

Activity Impacts
- Hydrology and Water

Quality Analysis
- Vegetation Analysis
- Habitat Analysis
- Project Design Features

(Federal Projects)

No

Yes
Even if the decision is made to proceed with the
project, all reasonable efforts will be made to
minimize any impacts to unidentified karst
features.  If an unexpected find should occur
during construction, work in the area will be
halted, ENV will be contacted immediately, and a
qualified biologist will investigate the find.

Yes

Proceed with Project
Development

Proceed with Project
Development

No

Contact
ENV for
further

guidance.

Yes


